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Fhe Prospect for the Common Car-
| riers. »

 “The railroads will presently be con-

fronted with a volume of traffic greater

than they can handle.”

" An immense, an overwhelming move-

| ment of commodities is the outward

and visible manifestation of prosperity.
It suggeets and it is commonly accepted
a6 the realization of ideal conditions
eonducive to happiness and the common
wélfare.

To whoss advantage should such con-
ditions inure if not to that of the great
eommon carriers?

A few years ago, before demagoguery

i a momentary ascendency and
upeet the public confidence, we were
met with a new proposition in the eth-
its of transportation, which might be
phrased thug: Under certain conditions
the net of a railroad is inversely as the
magnitude of its gross.

In other words, after a fixed point
in the operation of a railroad has been
passéd its net earnings decrease in a
more or less exact proportion as its
gross earnings increase.

A railroad which is earning $10,000
a mile meets its fixed charges, dis-
charges all its obligations, provides for
renewals and betterments and dis-

coercion, and of which the enforcemen
can be evaded by cash or its equivalent
in political aAbasement.

A railroad which is honestly adminis-
tered is conducted in the interest of the
public and in the inteérest of its stock-
holders. When the president or other
responsible official of a railroad is a
stockholder in a corporation from which
that railroad buys its air brakes, or in
another corporation from which it buys
its electrical machinery, or in one
which makes a specialty of car wheels,
or in another which supplies the rail-
road its oil and grease, or in yet another
from whioh it gets its coal, the chances
are that that particular railroad is a de-
faulter to the public and is no more a
respecter of the law than it is a respec-
ter of the rights of its stockholders. *

There is no serious trouble in sight
for the railroads except thetapproach
of a prosperity which will overtax the
powers of too many of them. When
Janmes J. Hiuu appalled people by pro-
claiming that the railroads needed a
billion for betterment he would have
been more nearly right had he said that
they must have two billions, and that
they must have it quick too!

The Council of Notables.

With due reverence to the Sage of
Esopus and all the other excellencies
and eminences that are so eager to lead
the Demooratic party of New York in
the way it should go, it is not by valua-
ble advice and directions from its chiefs
and werowances that the party is to be
made strong. No artificial and exterior
impulse will serve. Whenever the Dem-
ocracy can rise above the trough, can
find leaders or a leader able to stir a
genserous enthusiasm among the mass
of Democratic voters, can incarnate
something better than “near graft” and
the itch for office, then it will become
strong and fortunate.

An Ancient Reproved.

It is among the habits of the Hon.
JOSEPH GURNRY CANNON, we believe, to
scatter reportsof his intention to “retire”
from Congress and then to contradict
them with all his wealth of sulphurous
and tormenting words. He lets the
Danville district get just a glimpse of
what it has and might lose. He spreads
before a desolated country the prospect
of a Cannonless Congress. After the
wound the balm. Furiousdenials. No
other man ever had such vonstituents.
Never will he desert them. “When I
get ready to retire 1 will say so.”

Exactly. The venerable Josgra will

|
|

leave Congress when he has to; and once
he had to. He went, but he returned.

tributes a satisfactory dividend to im"‘"d there is SRELSY CULLOM'S office-

. tockholders.

" As_matters become more prosperous
its ings advance to $12.500 a mile
and it com'inues to meet its fixed charges, |
discharge all its obligations and distrib-
ute a satisfactory dividend to its stock-
holders. Renéwals and betterments are
gverlooked.

With still increasing prosperity its |

earnings advance to $15,000 a mile and
it meets its fixed charges, discharges ita
abligations, goes head over heels in debt
for renewals and betterments and dis-
tributes to its stockholders a dividend
which it has not earned.

If prospérity maintains its increase
and the gross earnings are still abruptly
enlarged the railroad goes into the hands
of a receiver.

There are railroads which may at no

very distant time repeat this experi-
ence. {
The strongest of our railroads have
taken their recent lesson to heart and
sre prepared for a greater expansion in
the transportation trade than has vet
been known. With such roads the ratio
of net to gross earnings will not be seri-
ously changed by the increased move-
ment. But for most railrbads prosperity
has ite terrors, and they are even greater
than thoee that follow in the wake of
hard times. Everybody has to take his
share of the latter, but in the former the
railroad suffers alone.

On ite surface the railroad condition
of the present is the most hopeful and
the most (superficially) satisfactory
that has been known. The precipitate
return to sapity, imposed by late con-
ditions, has induced sound economic
practice, and this is as apparent in the
efficiency of the workers a& it is in the
abstracts of operation. How long will
the railroads hold to this wholesome
state of things’? We do not know,

There are signs in the air that are dis-
turbing. There are symptoms of an
eéxpansion that is premature,
rate cutting that is not prompted by

spirit. of competition but

holding record to beat.

No, the beautiful one of Danville is
hard to lose; and we are not afraid of
losing him. What we must reprove
him for now is his ferocious answer to
the question, however intentionally per-
fidious and bile arousing, if he would
go on the Chautauqua circuit. Congress
is something; Chautauqua is every-
thing. It is the parliament of sociolo-
gists, the nurse of riper statesmanship,
the begetter of public opinion, the
mother of reputations. Look at BRYAN.
Look at La FOLLETTE. Is CANNON too
old to learn? Is he content to be an
early Accadian hunker when he might
be an ecclesiast of Chautauqua and
mould the veal of millions?

Secretary Meyer and His Boards.

The various boards of investigation
and inquiry created by'Mr. MEYER, the
Secretary of the Navy, appear to have
bewildered a great many honest per-
sons. Naval affairs have always been
enveloped in a species df mystery so far
as concerns civilian minds, and it is
to be considered furthermore that the
coil in which the late Secretary New-
BERRY succeeded in involving them still
baffles even the most experienced ex-
perts of the service. The fact that
Mr. MEYER saw his way to light at all
througl the agency of only three boards
strikes us as greatly to his credit,

When Mr. MEYER succeeded to the
howling hurly burly bequeathed to him
by the outgoing NEWBERRY he under-
stood at first glance that he was in
theoretical possession of a sort of pande-
monium. He found the navy vards in
control of the construction corps, a
purely military establishment domi-
nated by professional landsmen. He
found the line of the navy in open revolt
or, disarmed by an unconquerable dis-

There is | was disheartening,

I

is pro- ! nava

gust, reduced to pessimistic inaction.
The situation was impossible, as it
Two boards were
nreayfd. one to incorporate into the

regulations all the ideas upon

moted by the everlasting personal equ- | which both sides were agreed and the

ation and by advantages which if they
exist are not intended for the public or
for the stockholders,

other to  reconcile the disagreement
in the light of law and common sense
and add the results to the prevailing

“As for the attitude of the Federal Gov- | service code. These two boards appear

ity.

ernment, it is of unimpeachable urban- | to have done their duty and din‘-oned.
In saying this we mitigate no It is about the third beard, stillin ses-

particle of our disgust and abomination |sion and with perplexing questions still
of the corporation income tax, a feeling i before it, that the country is wondering
engendered by its inherent dishonesty | and setting up all sorts of guesswork,

and the scandal of its parturition. What

We can imagine that Mr. MKYER'S

we desire totmply-is that no respectable | first and most pressing solicitude was to
and dec'er}ﬂ_v ipanaged railroad has | rescue the service from the asphyxia-
anything tp fear from Mr. TAPT or from | tion to which it had been surrendered

his man VisENU. There is nothing in
danger except dishonesty, and if this
Administration can extirpate from our
corporation management whatever
there remains in it of dishonesty it will
do nothing else that will win it greater
approbation.

The Sherman anti-trust sct is to be
amended, but its amendment need ex-
eite no aiarm in any honest corporate
soul. It is proposed to make it less of a
“Zlule Appropriate for Guidancs in the
Violent Wards of a Lunatic Asylum” and
more of an intelligible nnd reputable
enactmeni. Asitstandsitisa disgrace.
It was passed not to be enforced but for
sheer demagoguery and vulgar trickery.
It remained upon the tables of the law
until it was taken up for purposes of
blackmail and foul politics. The sooner
tyro is an end to it the better.

No honest corporation, railroad or
other, need now be timid about any
proposed Federal enactment. What all
cbrporations may weli dread is the sub-
tle intimation of laws, existing or pro-
posed, behind which lie blackmail and

|

irmrganiznion, which Mr.

by Mr. NEWBEERY. That was an im-
perative precedent to any measure of
regeneration, Assuming that this has
been achieved and the navy practically
reestablished in the position it occupied
before Mr. NEWBERRY began to tinket
with it, we come to the serious work of
NEWBERRY
thought he was undertaking and which
he so nearly wrecked in the pursuit of
his infatuation. It seems obvious that
the navy yards must ba refashioned,
nof™only in the interests of economy and
| precision and military efficiency but for
tlm sake of harmony and discipline as
well. Mr. MEYER finds, however, that
a thorough reorganization of the navy
yvards involves a still more thorough
reconstruction of the bugeau system, in
which all the evils now visible in the navy
vards find their authority and initiative.
It is this condition that betrayed Mr.
NEWBERRY into all his blunders, and it
is a desire for the final termination of
this which, presumably, animates Mr.
MEYER in his present activities, Hence
{the third board still in existence and

?
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Teariag Tou's in the Fifty-second Con-
gress, which he adorned and
—a piece gtill' spoken by
children of McDuffle county: “We are
on the eve of a social outbreak. We are
at the crisis of our republican govern-
ment"—recalling that high prophecy and
its fulfilment, we hear with emotion this
oracle from the bright bronze poll, as
veridical, no doubt, as Friar BACON'S
brazen head, and yet the spirit of dis-
sent stirs within us. This fourthing of
the United States seems unlikely. The
Middle States and New England would
be one quarter, we suppose. Now,
Tearing ToM is not the man to give any
quarter to the plutocracy. And he is
still willing to be President of the whole
oountry.

are momentous.

The Secretary of the Navy, even as
things stand, has a great deal of power.
He can reconstruct and readjust and in
the end achieve a smoothly working
machinery for efficiency and reform.
But he is only one man. His successor
may within his lawful rights undo the
good work that has gone before and
falling under specious and alluring in-
fluences restore the navy to ancient
if not worse conditions. If we under-
stand Mr. MEYER, he seeks to establish
for the navy a legal and a continuing
policy, one that cannot be made ihe
plaything of every political incumbent
who finds favor in high quarters.

The question is if Congress, even with
a complete and comprehensive system
prepared for it, will act favorably.

Turkish M. Ps. Visiting London.

Scarcely had the deputation from
Russia’s third Duma departed from
the British metropolis when it was suc-
ceeded by some twenty representatives
of the Imperial Ottoman Parliament,
headed by SvLEIMAN BUsrant Effendi,
who received an even more cordial
welcome. At a banquet given in their
honor at the Hotel Cecil the Earl of
OxsLow presided, and Lord (CURZON
of Kedleston made a remar! speech
in which were set forth the grounds for
England’'s sympathy with Turkey's
awakening.

Lord CurzoN began by peinting out
that during the latter half of the nine-
teenth century a friendliness amount-
ing at times to an alliance had existed
between Great Britain and the Ottoman
Empire. The statesmen of the two
countries had cooperated at the council
table, and their soldiers had fought
side by side on the battlefield. More
than once had England intervened to
prevent the premature disruption of
Tutkey. Attention was also directed
to the fact that although none of the
British territories marched with the
Ottoman frontiers in Europe, yet at
Aden the two empires were coutiguous.
Then, again, the English administered
Cyprus and helped to administer Egypt,
while in India the British sovereign
ruled over a larger number of Moham-
medan subjects tham acknowledged
the sway of any monarch in the world
except their own.

Lord CURZON went on to show how
the sympathy which for generations
had existed between Britons and Mo-
hammedans had leaped into a new

flamé when the spectacle was witnessed | despaica

of the emancipation of Turkey from
the evil influences which had threatened
its liberties and its life. The work
undertaken by Young Turkey, so
called, was the regeneration of old
Turkey. The task to which the Young
Turks have set themselves is not merely
the reform of abuses, not merely the
letting of light into dark places,
but the sincere acceptance and vigor-
ous.application to their country of the

the
the

) elected be
;:—wl'l‘luhl-e%l‘o‘der o.f:‘l:. p‘;xy.'——fho ‘}.iou.

Dr. SMALL says the civilized races are slowly
reverting to hoofs

Boston,
;.ﬂ. rhyme in

Rt o
;!‘J;‘ Sy

school

For the present, then, we cannot look

for a United States of quarter sections
or even for the secession, peaceable or
violent, of Tearing ToM.

The mountains of Manhattan—have you

ever seen them? Of course not, but there
is one fortunate mortal who has. Heisa
Dutgh
had a vision—which he transferred to the
service of the manufacturers of that flery
liquid which made Holland great. The
vision was nothing
York from the deck of the Half Moon, buta
contemporary New York, with the Statue
of Liberty and Brooklyn Bridge in the
painting. We wigh the artist might bave
given us a closer view of Manhattan, buthe
saw between himself and us the mighty
proportions of a Dutch liner, so Manhattan
is completely hidden, is only a blur and a
blot at the foot of the mighty mountains
which with deliberate slope and rounding
summits shut off the northern horizon.
What Vesuvius is to Naples, Bousarea to
Algiers, the Rook to Gibraltar, these mys-
terious mountains are to Manhattan. They
begin at Thirty-fourth street, they are not
done at Yonkers. Are they the Heighta of
Harlem, the Catskills, or the Rooky Moun-
tains—we do not know. The last if ap-
pearances count.
does it make—they are the mountains of
Manhattan and we never knew before how
much we had missed them all these years.

artist of commerce who recently

less than a view of New

But what difference

Governor HUGHES was elected to be not onl

titutional executive of all the peopie o

te of New York, but, under the unwritten
tion of this count

Does the *unwritten constitution” re-

place the “unwritten law??

~Boston despalch in the Tri-

The devil they are!

Dr. Lorp fell | the Pnl:an ton
humor when he no::m 3 'Y,n:ulb
for me not to doing but W be. " Beverly

It was LoxoreLLow, wasn't it, who

wrote:

" O gift of Gop, O perfect day
Wheron shall no man work but play:
Whereon It |s enough for me
Not 10 be doing but 10 be.”

ngheld is within the Intellectual zone of

and “laws” and “wars” constitute a per

Boston. No highly adiucated
the fnal

“war."—PhiladeipMa Record.

donable!

letter in

O monstrous tissue of errors unpar-
Springfield is within the in-

principle now recognized by all civil- | tellectual zone of Agawam; and whatever

ized and enlightened states, that gov-
ernment should be conducted not in the
interests of those who administer it
but in the interests of the governed. So
far as the Ottoman Empire is concerned
the adoption of this principle is abso-
lutely new.

The conviction was expressed by
Lord CurzoN that the Young Turks
had introduced parliamentary govern-
ment and a constitutional régime be-
cause they found in those innovations
the sole permanent guarantees against
tyranny and oppression, espionage and
corruption, and the sacrifice of national |
to personal interests. Nor was there
any reason to doubt that one of the main
objects of the new political system
would be to prevent in regenerated

The land of the miss-

Of Tarties, With a Severe View of a

Distingaished Signer.
To Tax Epxtomn or THE S8Ux—Sir: “For-

eign turtles are now om the free list,” oh
Joy! If some other schedules have been | of poverty.
advanced over the Dingley rates, what of
it? Cannot we get even on terrapin?

It i€ small wonder that Mr. Taft publicly

he would have abstained

Turkey a recurrence of those interna- | fom giving his reasons on the basis of

tional feuds which under the older!
form of government had done much

“Qui s'excuse, s'accuse.”

A.B H

LExox, Mass., August 7.

to alienate the good will and ghock the | Twe Bosten Institutions; One, Alasi No More.

conscience of the civilized world. There
were indications of the successful ac-
complishment of the task.

accuracy, forsooth!

To TR Epiror or TR SuN-—-Sir: Historical

Chorus persons do not In-

| habit Ple alley: “musty” is absolutely unknown;
A stubborn | Pie or P1 or Py aliey is never written, it is merely

and virile character was that of 'he;\'!mlrnllr. Musty ale was originated and should

Osmanli. All the best and most ardent

ihave died--It did die
| Billy Park of sainted memory and brolled live

except the name- with

spirits in the country were enlisted on ! lobsters of the Park House, located a turn or two

the side of the Young Turks, who had |
built up a reputation for mml»rntinn'

away from the Bell,
described 1t, Young's Hotel was in the rear of
Park's.

Or more closely, as Billy
And as for 11 P. M., the Bell, which s

and statesmanship by their conduct of | the only tavern on Py alley, closes at 9:30 with &

affairs. England, indeed, could not |
withhold her admiration from the'
measured and well organized steps by

| generous half mug or a Shenandoah for each
lingering patrom.

Why is I8, Mr, Editor. that every yapping New

| Yorker who spends an hour and 1wo bits Inthe Bell

which in the first instance the Turkil.h | considers Himself competent to write about those

reformers had set up their parliamen-
tary machinery,

Neither could Englishmen, Lord ('r'g-
zoN added, fail to respect the dignity |
with which the Young Turks bore them- |
selves when almost in the first month
of their triumph a moral blow was dealt |
by Austria at their national honor and
integrity. Worthy of admiration, 100,
was the celerity with which the re-
formers rallied from the shock of an |
internal counter revolution and re. |
gained in a few hours what seemingly |
had been lost in @ night. It must be,
Lord CURZON thought, the wish of all |
fair mindgd observers of recent events |
that a reinvigorated and reinspired ‘
Turkey might take a place among the |
nations of the world, and he assured |
the spokesmen of her Parliament that
for encouragement and support they
might rely on the unswerving sympathy
of the liberty loving British people,

The Prophecy of Tearing Tom.

Without anger even in these burning
days, ves, with friendliness and a sort
of gratitude, we see once more, shining
like the red planet Mars, the bright
bronze poll of the Hon. Tom Warsoy,
the ever memorable Cracker Populist
end historian. We haven't heard from
him since the great day in 1007 when,
returning frotn the White House, where
the Tom Watson of Oyster Bay had been
draining financial wisdom from him,
he assaulted plutooracy and all but
assaulted a Pullman conductor because
he had to pay ten cents for four slices
of bread. He survived that robbery, it
seews. He rises on angry pinions and
cries in passionate pain:

“ With just sueh laws as ALDRICE and Lopad
and GALLINGER and HALR—all of New England—
are foreing through Congress the Union will be
split into four grand divisions, and this hemi
sphere will be all the bappier tor it.”

Remembering a noble oration of

sacred precinéts and instruet us in  historieal
| aceuracy?

HALF MUGOER BY ADOPTION.
SI0UX FALIA, 8. D, August 3,

The Shop Girl's Tauscan.

To THRE EDITOR OF THR SUN—Sir: | can see

nothing remarkable in the reply that the shop
®irl gave the philologist who sought for “Sempre
lovane,” nor in the pronunciation “Sempry ju-
veen. "
Latin or French with precision, nor would one
find in italy or France a perfect pronunciation
‘of English words,

Shop girls are not supposed 10 pronounce

“Parva leves capiunt animos.”
New Yomk, August 9.

C. DL

The Rage in Real Kstate.
Nandolph Augustus Malcolm Talt
Thought he's invest in real estate.

OFf course he wouldn't speculate,

He'd buy at the prevalling rate,

And then, no doubt, would have 1o walt
For some time Indeterminate

To sell at what he'd estimate

Would be a giin commensurate.,

Randolph Augustus Maloolm Talt

Got in the game a little late,

He swallowed all the offered bait

At prices quite inordinate,

And thought his bargains really “greay
But at no very distant date

Randolph Augustus Malooim Tait

In business was unfortunate.

He falled, and It is sad 10 state

Some people weres importunate,

And Randalph got It sur ba tbte

(Which means in Eaglish “on the pate'),

In vain did he expostulate,

‘They sald he must “get on a gait”
Then did this most Ingenious Tals
Resolve to sell his real estate,
Alas! land will depreciate,

And this misfortune fell on Talt,

He went to Brown, his Intimate--
Brown smiled ~he was In real estate:
He thought Smith might commiserate
Smith wept—he was In real estate!
Jones, Robinson, strange to relate,
Roth of them deep In real estate!

His lot they eould appreciate,

To help him they'd not hesitate,

But they wers poor In real estate.

Randolph Augustus Maloolm Tait
Swore life was now inadequate.
He chose a suleidal fate,

And friends were so considerste
Alﬂnhhmwwlﬂh’hh.
“In death he still owns real sstate!”

50 you had better meditate
On Randolph Augugtus Malcolm Tain

La Tovoms Hancooxy-

g
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DON AND NEW YORK.
Two notable Parliamentary documents

of living among the working clmsses in
the United Kingdom and in Germany.

vestigations embracing house rents, wages
and retail prices conducted by the Brit-
ish Board
are now be
in America, France and Belgium. When
these are completed a comparison will
be possible of the working class standards
of living in the principal industrial na-
tions. eanwhile the British and Ger-
man inveltigations, whioh are summarized
in Nos. 77 and 78 of the Bulletin of the
Bureau of Laibor (Washington), have
revealed certain general economic ten-
denoies that have a bearing on the welfare
of our local industrial population.

They prove, for example, that of the
two main elements, rents and prices,
determining the cost of living only the
former varies greatly as between big and
small oities. Indeed, the mere bigness
of a city appears to have but slight in-
fluence on prices. Thus in Germany the
price index number for Berlin is exceeded
in a majority, or in nineteen of the thirty-
three cities investigatéd. The price in-
dex number for London is exceeded in
nine out of seventy-five towns in England
and Wales. The difference between the
maximum and minimum price index
numbers is only eighteen points in Eng-
land and Wales, and not more than
twenty-four, or, if Kdnigshitte is excluded,
fifteen points, in Germany.

On the other hand the difference be-
tween the highest and lowest rent index
numbers is sixty-eight points in England
and Wales and seventy-two points in
Germany. The greater variation in rent
index numbers is brought about solely by
the extremely high cost of housing in
London and in Berlin. If these urban
centres of the firet rank are excluded,
together with Stuttgart, where rents are
nearly as high as in Berlin, the variation
of rents in the industrial cities of England
and Wales and of Germany is nct very
great. Rents in Berlin exceed those of
all the other German towns investigated,
except Stuttgart, to practically the same
extent as rents in London axoeed those
in other towns of the United Kingdom,

The inquiry as regards wages was lim-
ited to standard industries represented
in all towns, principally the building,
engineering and printing trades. Wages
in these industries were as a rule higher
in London and in Berlin than in the smaller
cities. Comparing prices, rents and
wages, it was found that the London and
the Berlin workingman enjoyed a higher
standard of living than was achieved gen-
erally by members of the same trades
elsewhere. Their *real” wages were
higher, that is, the money which they
earned was sufficient to buy more in the
the way of housing and food, inoluding
fuel, despite excessive rents. This cir-
cumstance no doubt accounts for the dis-
proportionately rapid growth of big cities.
They attract immigration apparently he-
cause of the superior standard of living
which they offer. This was true of the
industries covered by the investigation,
and must be true in a large way with
respect to other industries.

However, the investigation proved also
that there was no very close connection
between the local variations in the level of

else a “highly educated Bostonian"-—is |
there any other kind?--may be guilty of, l
never, this side of the McLean Asylum,
will he hitoh up “laws® with “wars® or
swallow a final “r."
ing “r* and the divided “r" is Philadel-
phia itself.

apologized for signing such & monstrous, |
insincere and, as concerns the corporation
and income taxes, fraudulent bill.

rent and prices combined and the level of
the prevailing rates of wages. Indeed
the relative levels of wages in thedifferent
trades of each city frequently diverged
to a remarkable extent Thus, although
the weekly rates of wages of stuoco work-
ers averaged $10.22 in Berlin as against
$6.57 in Breslau, the average for plumbers
was only $7.81 in Berlin as against $6.57
in Breslau. It follows that to underpaid
workmen, of whom there are many in
every big city, although they do not con-
stitute a majority, high rents are a source

Poverty, however, is a relative condi-
tion, and what is a low standard of living
in a generally prosperous community may
appear high to people at the verge of star-

How. | VAtion elsewhere. The immigration to
ever, If Theodore Roosevelt's supine and | New York from the south and east of
mortgaged successor were possessed of a
vestige of wit

Europe represents an improvement in the
economic condition of the new arrivals,
while their numbers here serve to depress
wages in oertain unskilled trades. In-
deed not a few industries are attracted to
New York by the presence of cheap foreign
labor. A notable example is the clothing
industry, which has centred here largely
because New York is the principal port of
entry for European immigrants.

Wages in a majority of local trades are
undoubtedly higher than in smaller Amer-
foan cities. This is unquestionably the
ocase with respect to skilled mechanics,
and where these are organized in strong
unions they have frequently protected
allied unskilled workmen against compe-
tition in the market for common labor.
At the same time there are many trades in
which the workmen are paid no more, per-
haps less, than in smaller cities. In some
trades wages are depressed by immigra-
tion; in others, including occasionally
skilled oocupations, wages are on the de-
cline because of the introduction of im-
proved machinery or because of reduced
demand by consumers for a given product.
To the community at large, therefore, it
is a matter of importance whether work-
ing class rents are high or iow, for what-
ever the prosperity and purchasing power
of the bulk of the industrial population
there is certain to be a numerous minority
whose wages do not offset high rents.

Working class rents in New York and in
London have this in common, that they
embrace local taxation, which is not in-
oluded in the cost of housing in_Berlin,
In London perhaps 18 per cent. of the
rent represents taxation, as against about
10 per cent. in New York. Nevertheless
onr rents are excesaive compared with
those of London. In the British Board of
Trade investigation London was divided
into three zones, the inner, middle and
outed or suburban zone, and the rents
prevailing in the middle zone were
adopted as typical of the city. If the inner
zone corresponds to our East Bide, the
middle zone should be comparable with our
Brownsville, reached from the Brooklyn
ond of the Willlamsburg Bridge. Rents in
Brownaville are probably as low as any in
New York except in distinctly suburban
localities. Here are the prevailing
monthly working class rents in the middle
gone of London and in Brownsville, New
York:

1 4 rooma. Fowur rooms. Fiee roomgs.
Lenden
middle

zone) ... 36023040 $7T.00-$11.06 $0.40-310.80
N e wYork
(Browas-

ville), ... 9.00-12.00 1200~ 15,00 14.00-18.00

Neither the London nor the Brownsvijle
rents include the cost of fuel. The
Brownaville rents are those prevailing
in the cheapest ciass of non-steam heated
tensments. The London rents apply so
small private houses, whioch form the
typical working class housing in the Brit.
iah capital.

Of the three main elements entering into
the standard of living two are determined

by general influences and one by local fac-

mwm s

have been published recently on the cost |

They contain the results of parallel in- |

B b oo lbgc ¢ o
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WORKING OLASS RENTS IN LON.|tors. New York prices are established by

the international competition of world
markets and New York wages are in-
fluenced by labor conditions in, for ex-
ample, Germnany, England, Italy, Russia.
New York is obliged to offer high wages
to attract carpenters and masons from
say southern Italy because the industrial
north Furopean countries are also in need
of foreign mechanics; but most of these

of Trade. Similar inquiries | countries have lar peasant populations
ing carried on by the board from which -

to recruit unskilled city
workers, so that the wage competition
for unskilled labor from southern Italy,
Russia and other industrially backward
oountries is less keen. Such labor New
York is therefore able to attract at rela-
tively small wages.

Rents, on the other hand, are influenced
primarily by local conditions—conditions
over which the community is in a position
to exercise a large measure of control.
Chief among these in New York are inade-
quate local transportation and an ex-
ceasively costly administration of publio
improvements. Just now a new era of
suburban rapid transit is beginning whioh
is certain to react favorably on working
class rents, but unless the community
reorganizes its administration of publio

improvementa the advy offered by
;hl.l ::; transportation will be only partly
t o

Improvements such as the opening,
grading, paving, flagging and sewering
of new streets are carried out by the
city and the cost is charged to property
owners in the form of special assessments,
This work is now conducted in the interest
of politics, and the large amount of such
work called for in The Bronzx, for instanoce,
has been one of the resources
of Haffen in bullding up his political fol-
lowing. Waste and graft, whether “hon-
e8t” or otherwise, in the adminsitration
of strest improvements add of course to
the price of land and thereby eventually
to rents. Thus the average amount of
special assessments charged to property
owners in The Bronx is estimated to be
not less than $1,500 for each 2§ foot lot.

THE BATTLE OF THE LEVELS.

The Change In Sentiment Centinually
Manifests Itself and Cannot Be 1g-
nored—The Earthquake and the Canal.

From the Houston Dafly Post.

The weight of scientific testimony is in
favorofthesealevelcanal. When President
Roosevelt invited a board of distinguished
engineers from all portions of the earth to
investigate the question, most of them ad-
vised the sea level canal and larglely be-
cause of the peril of seismic convulsions.

Why Mr. Roosevelt rejected the advice of
these engineers we do not know, unless it be
that the change to the sea level plan might
have necessitated still greater expendi-
tures.

It is obvious, however, that the massive
works essential to the present project would
be peculiarly subject to wreck in the event
of such an earthquake as that which visited
San Francisco. Any extepsive faulting on
the Isthmus mnight easily destroy in a mo-
ment all that has been accomplished by
the expenditure of hundreds of millions and
necessitate the inauguration of the work
de movo on the sea level plan; and by the
time that this had been accomplished the
taxpayers of the United States might be
out of pocket almost a billion dollars.

If the United States authorities even sus-

pect that the sea level plan might have to
be resorted to ultimately, it would be better
to adopt that plan now than to await the
destruction of great works. If the engi-
neers are already in doubt as to the perma-
nency of the Gatun Dam foundations, how
can the Department expect the works to
escape such a shake as Mexico and Central
America have suffered?
. There are, of course, many reasons why
& sea level canal would be preferable. The
demands of commeree will in all likelithood
render the enlar t of the canal impera-
tive before many decades shall have passed,
and it would be easier to deal with a sea
level project than with a lock system. Then,
too, navigation is less hazardous and more
satisfactory through a sea level canal.

It would be no mistake to look to the possi-
bilities in this case. The Pacific coastal
range s anyvthing but stable, and we may
awake some morning to find our great dream
of an Isthmian canal shattered.

THE WOOD BISON COUNTRY.
Radferd, the Explorer and Naturalist,

Reports Progress to the Aretio Clab.

Captain B. 8, Osbon, secretary of the
Arctie Club of America, has received from
Harry V. Radford, the explorer, the fol-
lowing letter, dated June 25, and whitten
from Smith Landing, Slave River, Canada,
850 miles north of Edmonton:

“Safely arrived here, at the portal of the
wood bison country, which lies to the west-
ward seven days Journey through the
woods, Cannot go in at once, however, to
begin the search and study, as [ find it in
at this season an impassable, m uito
ridden swamp, so [ am proceeding to Great
Siave Lake at once and shall put in the
summer descending the Mackenzie River
to its mouth in the Arctic aoo.n, to meet
the Fequimaux there and familiarize my-
wself somewhat with Arctie life and methods
of travel, which will be helpful later when
| enlei the Barren Grounds northeast of
Great Slave Lake on the exploring journey
toward the Arctic Coast,

“I shall make a quick trip down the Mac-
kenzie, returning to this point (8mith d-
ing) by the end of the summer, and shall
then enter the w bhison colmtry and
spend several months in ng first
hand knowledge about those little known
almost mythical animals that hardly half
a dozen travellers have seen, which no
white man ever killed and of which, of
course, nothing is known scientifically,
not a -Sn1lo specimen even having been
megsured in the ;

“When my work in the bison country |
complete I shall move again nort v;r&
and be ready for a sterner effort in the
Barren Grounds. That may or may not
be next spring, depending on circumstances.

“The journey from monton 850
miles) was acconipliab with ¥
was full of discomforts if not real lr..
The mosquitoes were continue to
qnuite torturing. nw Xnm of the '0115

he north. e one m
dent in big rapids of the A
but for good fortune might ve prov.
fatal, my Indian steersman losing con
of the canoe in one of the worst pieces of
water, permitting it to crash into a K,
swing around and u-mflly run the Little
Cascade stern foremost

“I am h.l"" A tough time with the
Chepewyan language, trying to m, it
sufficiently to pronouhrn my oglo.l
studies, but it is interest 1 ox ‘ ree,
spoken further south, on the Athabaska
I had time to pick up only a few words, but
the verb ‘meetjesco’ (eat) and the su -
tive 'm«:u r|| (::‘uu or‘lfood) h"tl..
commonly employ are always qu
acquired by the visiting lnvol'cn l?n A

regions
Lt of the Arctio Club h’ndﬂl me
y ea

ut

trials in

The fla
by Admiral Schley is being safe
n a document helt on my , &
north J tu A:?lg

bozo soon to uafurl it
Circle.”
The Linceln Cent Condemned.

To TaE EDITOR OF THE SuN—Sir: The Lincoln
cents must be called in. The initiale are all righs,
but my “newsy” fnds a serfous fault with them:
“Dey won't go in de siot maochine.*

J. H. McCanywy.
BRIDORPORT, Conn., August 8.

Homeward Bound.

Taft has gone to Beverly,
Took away his laughter,

In the Mansion that he left
Silence follows after:

Come no bursts of merriment,
Such as shake the rafter.

Senators and
Far and wide Lave weaded

And » silence sweet and doep
On us bas descended.

While a sense of rest and peace
In our bliss is blended.

Still another homing crew
Makes us . VerY,

Sharing in the exodup
Which bas made us merry—

All the words have hastened home

+ To the dictionary,

MOLANDBURGE WILSON; -

-
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THE CORPORATION TAX.

———

To Tue Eprron or Tae SuN—S8ir- The
tax on the income of State co
laid in the recently enacted tariff law will’
be assessed on incomes for the present
year, that is now more than half expired.
The inquisition into the managemens.
of New York corporations begins imme-
diately. It therefore behooves every cor«
poration to be prepared thersfor and to
test, if so minded, its constitutionality
in advance of the assessment, as was done
with the general income tax law of 1894,
Under that precedent it would seem that
any share owner, knowing that the direc-
tors intend to dle the prescribed return
and pay the tax, can apply to a Federal
equity court to resirain them from so
doing. If the restraint and ocontrol of
striotly localized State corporations and
their officers contemplated by the new
law are repugnant to the Constitution
an early decision will be for the general
welfare,

Designated officers of all State corpora-
tions, without regard to their income,
must make annual returns from this year
of 1909 to the Commissioner of Internal
Revenue at Washington, setting forth
the details studiously elaborated in the
statute, which details *shall constitute
public records and be open to inspection
assuch.” The corporation and its oficers’
are to make the disclosures. If they do
not eriminal penalties will be inflicted.

It will be well worth while for unpartisan
students of the evolution of a schems
to put in the hands of Congrees that un-
doubted ~ exclusive jurisdiction which °
durifg a century the several Btates have
had over their internal affairs to read
his firet annual message to Congress in
1901, wherein Roosevelt began his cam-
paign to oust the States of that control,
His first plan was to do it through the
interstate commerpe clause of the Cone
stitution. Because a New York corpora-
tion made goods which might in the
future go its boundary into other
Btates he insisted that Congress oould
and should regulate that corporation,
He seems to have had a glimpse that'
such a dootrine would in the end anni
hilate New York as a State in the Union,
for he wrote to Congress that when the
Constitution was adopted it was accepted
by everybody that the several States were
to regulate “the strictly localized corpo-
rate bodies of that day.” Notwithstand-
ing that the Constitution is unchanged
Roosevelt insisted that Congress must
change the rule of a century. If Congress
denied its powers so to do then the Con-
stitution must, he said, be amended.

Before Roosevelt left the White House
another and more cunning device to put
the commercial instrumentalities of each
State in the hands of the President, as
“boss” of his party for election purposes,
had been devised. Two New Yorkers, one
of whom is now in the Taft Cabinet and the
other was in the Roosevelt Cabinet, whence
he went into the Senate, gave the aid of
their professional wits as lawyers to forge
the chains deecribed in the excerpts I
give below from the new ocorporation
tax, by which it is sought to give Congress
power to control not only the pursuits and
businesa but the politics of every New
Yorker who is a share owner in a New York
corporation.

That the new corporation tax is not
fer rewenue but for immediate partisan
politios'is to be seen in the readiness with
which its friends in Congress reduced the
rate of tax on corporate incomee from 2
to 1 per cent. The Roosevelt-Taft combi-
nation would have accepted even one-tenth
of 1 per cent. rather than not get the power
to terrify and coerce share owners and
officials in New York corporations by
that sort of - “third degree” set forth in
the following provisions of the recently
enacted law: .

Fourth. —~Whenever evidence shall be pro-
duced before the Commissioner of Internal Reve-
pue which In the opinion of the Commissioner
justifies the bellef that the return made 21 ‘ny
corporation, jolnt stoek or
or Insurance company Is incorreet, or whenever :
any ocollector shall report 1o the Commissioner
of Internal Revenue that any corporation, joint
stock company or association, or insurance com- .
pany, has falled to make a return as required by
law the Commissioner of Internal Revenue may
require from the corporation, joint stock com-
pany or assoclation, or insurance company mak-
fng such return such further Information with
reference to its capital, income, losses and ex-
penditures as he may deem expedient; and the
Commissioner of Internal Revenue for the pur-
pose of ascertaining the correctness of such re-
turn or for the purpose of making a return where
none has been made Is bhereby suthorized, by
any regularly appointed revenue agent specially
designated by him for that purpose, to examine
any books and papers bearing upon the matiers
required 10 be lncluded in the return of such cor-

nt stock ¢ P or

:: :::.:mn. ’“oomvlnr. and to require the attend-
ance of any officer or employee of such corpora
tion, jolnt stock company or association, or in-
suranee company, and to take his testimony with
reference 1o the matter required by law to be
included in such return, with power o admin.
ister oaths to such person or persons. and the
Commissioner of Internal Revenue may also
tnvoke the ald of any court of the United States
having jurisdiction to require the attendance
of such ocers or employees and the production
of such books and papers. Upon the Information
s0 acquired the Commissioner of Internal Reve-
nue may amend any return or make a return where
none has been made. All proceedings taken by
the Commissioner of Internal Revenue under
the of this section shall be subject o
the approval of the Secretary of the Treasury.

The new statute also ordains:

Eighth.—If any of the corporations, joint
-mm«-,“;”-t‘); -nlull refuse :: negiect ‘;
mc & return at the time or times hereinbefore
specified in each year or shall render a false or
traudulent return such corw““;:v ci“‘c‘:)‘m‘pz:

association, or insuran
:-w':’u:u to & penaity of not less than $1,000
xoeedin 000.

‘n:n.y“p:nol ‘umld by law to make, ren-
der, sign or verify asay retum who makes any
false or fraudulent return or statement with
intent 1o defeat or evade the assessment required
this section to be made shall be gullty of a
misdemeanor, and shall be n::‘:d '::: :;‘;“;‘:r‘

e »
BLOD or b I o o of the court, with the

N ol:n uuu‘:l?'lo the collection, remission

and ternsl revenue taxes, so far as
"‘Nld‘:l“l': not inconsistent with :’I\; pvc:i
by extended an
of this section, are here
mll“ﬂpplluble 10 the taz imposed by this sec-
tion

.Mc nereby conferred wupon the
clv’:nll u:o:lu‘rlou courts of the United States
for the district within which any person sum-
wils section 10 appear 1o ::;gy ?;
ks, as aforesald, shall ™
G‘:::l:’ “a\r:-nm,:llmdsnro, production of books
and ‘testimony bY appropriate process.

New YoRrk, August 9. LEx.

A Pestulant at the Temple Door.

To Tas EDITOR or THE SON-—Sir: “! the
pame of Cash Winch. game protector of lqm'!.':
Jay. N. Y., has not gained & place In TRE SON
gallery of {mmortals is past undersianding. "

ALBANY, August 8 B. E. WnionT.

Am Nigstrions Meesior.

or TEE Sun—Sir: May we
mx EpIiros
S R.

To
" uest the registration of
respectfully req H.

Pigg of Sullivan, Ind.?
I'(o(‘lllm- August 8,

The Fatal Eton Hab -
s Eorrom oF Tmm Suw—-Sir; Note
-\?;.mr': Poor Mr. Gladstone! A careet usterly
ruined by an Eton hat! L.
New YORK, August b

The Stremuons Life in Boston.

From (he Bean Pot.
It bes been nearly & wesk &t ,‘!"""‘" sigon
Mayor Hibbard bad & veostion.y. . - .




